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For Immediate Release 
 
 

 
 
 

DIESEL TRUCK TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS GIVE BACK TO THEIR 
COMMUNITY 

 

Scranton, PA – April 8, 2009 – Last week Johnson College’s Diesel Truck Technology students 
provided their annual community service project to the Justus Volunteer Fire Company, Station 
28, by performing preventative maintenance on their company vehicles. 
 
The Diesel Truck Technology Department was contacted first in 2003 by the fire chief at the 
time, Dave Makala, to provide service on the vehicles.  The College continues to perform service 
checks under the current fire chief, Jamie Sanko. Mike Novak, Chairperson of the Diesel Truck 
Technology Program,  said, “[The firefighters] do something I could never do, but it’s a way [to] 
give back… a service to the community.” 
 
The entire project is run by the students: from planning when the vehicles are to come in, to 
which parts need to be ordered from where. The students are graded on their work on the 
vehicles, while the volunteer fire department receives a much needed helping hand from the 
community they serve. 
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Bottom Row From Left to Right: Joe Kovaleski, Member of Justus Fire Department, Randy 
Nemith, Chief Engineer for Justus Fire Department, Kelly Hager, Chief’s Aid, Bill Kaiser, 
Lieutenant, Mike Novak, Chairperson of the Diesel Truck Technology Program at Johnson 
College, Ron Thorne, Fire Police Captain, Jamie Sanko, Chief 
 
Top Row From Left to Right: Freshman students - Sam Ross – Susquehanna, Tom Burrier – 
Waymart, TJ Redel – Chinchilla, Doug Cahill – Honesdale, Justin Williams – Sterling, Derek 
Benson – Hop Bottom, Chance Compton – Lake Ariel, Gus Catalano – Scranton, Ray Berger – 
Palmerton, Anton Toryak – Greentown 
 
 
Johnson College was founded in 1912, and is the region’s premier technical college, offering 
associate degrees in 13 programs.  An emphasis on hands-on instruction is supported by a low 
student-to-teacher ratio. Located in Scranton on a 44-acre campus, Johnson is an accredited, 
private, non-profit, co-educational institution with a strong tradition of working with regional 
business and industry to ensure a skilled and qualified workforce. 
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